New Joint Commission report warns: sentinel events most likely in the ED.
According to new data from the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, most sentinel events resulting in death or permanent injury occur in the emergency department (ED). The most frequently missed diagnosis was meningitis, so surveyors will want to see policies for diagnosis, treatment, and adequate follow-up. Identify and monitor high-risk groups, including patients who leave without being seen. An effective system is needed to address abnormal findings that surface after the patient has left the ED.